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Stage 42 Culture Anticipation Guide nōmen: ____________________________ 
 
I. Directions:  Read the following statements carefully and decide whether you agree, disagree, or don't know. 
 • If you agree with the statement, check the column marked C = cōnsentiō (I agree in Latin) 
 • If you disagree, check D = dissentiō (I disagree) 
 • If you do not know, check N = nescio (I do not know) 

Use the “Before Reading” column. 
 

Before 
Reading 

 After Reading 

C D N Statement V F Why? 

   The Roman poet Phaedrus was a wealthy senator 
who served as a provincial governor under Emperor 
Domitian.  He wrote funny poems about everyday 
life. 

   

   The Roman poet Catullus lived in the 1st century 
B.C.E. and wrote long epic poems about Greek and 
Roman history. 

   

   Q. Horātius Flaccus, whose epigrams we read in 
Stage 36 as well as Stage 42, was originally from 
Spain and was a favorite poet of Emperor Domitian. 

   

   Publius Ovidius Naso, who wrote the flood story we 
read in Stage 39, wrote a “didactic” poem called Ars 
Amatoria which “teaches” young men how to find 
and keep girlfriends. 

   

   Publius Vergilius Maro lived at the time of Emperor 
Trajan, was friends with Pliny, and translated the 
animal fables of Aesop into Latin. 
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Before 
Reading 

 After Reading 

C D N Statement V F Why? 

   Graffiti from Pompeii reveal that even ordinary 
Romans understood how to write Latin poetry. 

   

   The rhythm of Latin poetry comes from patterns of 
long and short syllables rather than from patterns of 
accent. 

   

   Romans believed that their native poetic forms were 
so superior to Greek poetry that they never used 
Greek poetic forms. 

   

   Roman poets rarely borrowed rhetorical devices from 
Roman oratory and prose, and they never used 
“unusual” word order. 

   

   Roman poets frequently make allusions to 
mythology, geography, and history in their works. 

   

 
 
II. Directions:  Now read the introductory material about each poet on pp. 152-160 and pp. 166-168 of CLC Unit 4.  As  
    you read, you will learn whether the statements above were true or false.   

 If the statement is true, check V = VĒRUM; 
 if the statement is false, check F = FALSUM and explain Why in the space provided. 
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III. Directions:  You should be able to match the descriptions in the box to the Roman writers on the left. 
 
____ A. Catullus 
____ B. Horace 
____ C. Ovid 
____ D. Phaedrus 
____ E. Vergil 
 
 
 
 
IV. Directions:  Think about the following Quaestiō Magna topic: 

 
As we have discovered, Roman writers and their works filled many of the social and cultural functions 
that other forms of entertainment (TV shows, movies, talk radio, blogs, etc.) do today.  Choose an 
interesting–sounding Roman author and start thinking about who – or what – in “our world” is similar in 
some ways to him and his works.

 
1. Lived 70-19 B.C.;   wrote Eclogues, Georgics and Aeneid 
2. Lived early 1st Century A.D.;  friend of Vergil and Emperor Augustus;  wrote  

Odes, Epodes, Satires, and Epistles 
3. Lived 65-8 B.C.;  wrote Epigrammata 
4. Lived c. 84-54 B.C.;  wrote Carmina 
5. Lived 43 B.C.-19 A.D.;  wrote Amores, Ars Amatoria, Metamorphoses 
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